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Free Consultation

THE HIRING OF A LAWYER IS AN IMPORTANT DECISION THAT SHOULD NOT BE BASED SOLELY UPON ADVERTISEMENTS.
BEFORE YOU DECIDE, ASK US TO SEND YOU FREE WRITTEN INFORMATION ABOUT OUR QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPENSES

305-662-6178
6950 N. Kendall Drive Miami, Florida 33156

Telefax: (305) 662-9472 / 1-800-PANTERLAW
www.panterlaw.com

Medical Malpractice

Nursing Home Abuse

• Brain Damage
• Death
• Anesthesia Accidents
• Drug Reactions
• Paralysis

• Cancer Misdiagnosed
• Surgical Negligence
• Birth Injuries
• Pediatric Malpractice
• Neurology/Strokes

• Bed Sores
• Amputation
• Falls

• Neglect
• Sexual Abuse
• Physical Abuse

A Law Firm Dedicated to Protecting Florida’s Families

“Serving Our Community For More Than 20 Years”

Panter,Panter
& Sampedro,P.A.

Home, Hospital
& Office Visits
Available

On Call 24 Hours
7 Days a Week

No Fees
or Costs if

No Recovery

•Workers
Compensation

•Defective Products
•Cruise Ship
Litigation

•Car Accidents
•Slip & Fall
•Dog Bites
•Aviation Litigation
•Unpaid Overtime

•Sexual
Harassment

•Employment
Discrimination

BY LINDA RODRIGUEZ BERNFELD

When Norm would enter the bar in
the TV series Cheers, everyone would
call out his name in greeting. Cheers
was the place where everyone knew your
name.

In banking, everyone would like
their bank officers to know their name
and not just their customer number.
But, as consolidation in the industry
continues and banks get bigger, the
chances for personal banking are
diminishing, especially in South Florida.
That’s because Florida is a hotbed for
the banking industry, with the huge
national banks establishing a presence
here.

“The perception of the rest of the
country is that it’s very opportune to
have a bank in Florida,” says Charles
Brier, president and chief operating
officer of MetroBank, a Pinecrest-based
local bank. “The major banking compa-
nies are seeking markets that have
major growth potential.”

However, MetroBank is a place
where everybody knows your name. In
fact, after the hurricanes last year,
MetroBank called all of its better cus-
tomers to find out if they had weathered
the storm without problems.

“We asked them what they needed, if
there was any service we could provide,”
Brier says.

Hurricane Wilma hit on Monday
and those calls were being made by
Wednesday. In fact, all the branches on
South Dixie Highway opened on
Wednesday.

“Some branches were with limited
power, so we closed the drive-in and we
had the people come into the lobby on
a one-on-one basis,” Brier says, adding
that the bank was well prepared for the
hurricanes that hit last year and will be

even better prepared this year.
MetroBank’s company headquarters

at a 9350 S. Dixie Hwy. There are three
Metro bank locations on South Dixie
Highway and one on Southwest 137th
Avenue, just south of Kendall Drive.
There are two more branches located in
Broward County.

Brier says the bank prides itself on
good customer service. One aspect of
that is employee retention.

“When you need a loan, being able
to talk to the same person this year that
you did last year (is valuable) so you
don’t have to establish yourself all over
again,” Brier says.

Also, when a loan might be difficult
to make, a local bank such as
MetroBank is more likely to take a risk
than a bank that doesn’t know the cus-
tomer personally.

“The first thing we ask, is how long
has the account been with us and what’s
their track record,” he says.

Another good thing about a bank
such as MetroBank is the fact that you
can call on the phone and get a live per-
son to answer your questions. Brier says
people don’t want to have to call an 800
number and get shifted around 18
times.

“It’s just a frustrating experience,”
he says.

MetroBank offers a complete line of
banking services. It also offers full auto-
mated services for those who prefer
online Internet banking.

“We pride ourselves in the way we
deal with commercial customers,” Brier
says.

MetroBank has a wide range of cus-
tomer loans and equity lines of credit.

“We do a lot of commercial real
estate loans,” Brier says.

For more information, call 305-670-
0200 or visit <www.MetroBankfl.com>.
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